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Blessings to the vicars, office bearers and members of all the parishes
in the American Diocese, especially the staff and students of the
Sunday Schools.

Dearly beloved,

We all were feeling the need for work-books in the American model
in addition to the textbooks, in order to make learning more edifying
and interesting to children. But we were not able to harness the talents
of able teachers. Now through the grace of God, we are publishing
the work-books for each class.

Our Lord who entrusted the work among children to the church
through St.Peter saying, " Feed my lambs" will be very much pleased
to see this noble work. He will abundantly bless those who
participated in this work and all those who teach children.

We appreciate the noble work done by the Curriculum Committee and
all those who have participated in this. Hope and pray that many
more things will be done by this committee.

As the Metropolitan of this diocese we approve these work books to
be used in the Sunday schools _)}i this diocese.
)

RN Lrciimalrse

Mathews Mar Barnabas
Metropolitan
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FOREWORD

Years of dreams and hard work resulted in publishing

these WORKBOOKS for the Sunday School Association of
the American Diocese.

When His Grace Mathews Mar Barnabas, our Diocesan

Metropolitan, appointed the Curriculum Committee with
Rev. Dr. K. K. Kuriakose and Dr. Alex Thomas as
coordinators, our hope and expectations in realizing our
dreams took a further step.

A number of people from our diocese got involved and

put their time and talents in this endeavor. Sincere
thanks to each and every one.

We don’t consider these WORKBOOKS to be perfect,
but we consider this to be a big step in the right direction.
We certainly welcome comments and suggestions for
improvement.

O ur Sunday School Syllabus for each class is listed on

the back of each book. I urge everyone to actively
participate in all our Sunday School activities in order to
train our children in the proper way, and make them
active members of our Church.

Thomas P. Mundukuzhy Cor Episcopa
Sunday School Director, American Diocese

May 15, 1997
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Unit J: The Scriptures
Lesson 1: What is the Bible

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
e The origin of the Bible.
e  What is the Bible.
* Translations of the Bible.

The Bible is the word of God. It reveals who God is and what he commands. The

books of Bible were written before and after Jesus Christ. The Old Testament was first
written in Hebrew. Ancient records were made in clay and stones. Later on scrolls were
used which were of leather, Papyrus etc. It was in the 14th century that the complete
English Bible was made. The “King James Version” was made in 1611. The Peshitta is
the canonical Bible of the Orthodox Syrian Church.

A. Fill in the blanks with suitable words/phrases from the text:

1. Tt was in the that the complete English
Bible was made.
2. 1s a kind of tree growing in the delta of
in

3. In the Bible there are books, books in the Old
Testament and books in the New Testament.
4. The scrolls of the prophecy of ,in language, are the
only known ancient manuscripts of the Old Testament.
5. Books which are recognized by the church are known as books.
6. The King James Version of the Bible was made in , under the
leadership of of England.
7. Manuscripts made in papyrus are called
B. Match the following,

A, B.
1. Apocrypha books Books recognized by the church
2. Malayalam Bible Nile River in Egypt
3. Canonical books Hidden
4. Papyrus Books
5. Biblia Rev. Benjamin Bailey
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C. Answer the following questions.

(o

What is the Bible and where is it derived from?

Why do we consider the Bible as scripture?

. By whom and in what language was the Old Testament first written?

One book in the New Testament was not written in Greek, which was it?

When and where were the Dead Sea Scrolls discovered?

. Write the following Verses of the Bible.

. Psalms 40:7-

. Luke 4:20-

. IT Timothy 3:16-17-

Hebrews 4:12-
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L.esson 2: The use of the Bible,

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
e That the Bible is the word of God.
¢ The Main purpose of the Bible.
o Many statements from the Bible.

This lesson reveals the importance of the Bible. It is the most widely circulated
of all the books in the world. It was published in more than one thousand five hundred
languages. We have to have a good relationship with the Bible in our daily lives. God is
talking to us through the Bible. Even though the Bible is not a textbook of science, some
recent discoveries in science have proved that many statements in the Bible are
scientifically true.

A, State whether the statement is T or T.

1. In the Book of Moses, the Bible is called the “Book of the Lord”.

2. Eyes of a falcon are more powerful than a telescope.

3. The Bible is a textbook of science.

4, The house in which Voltaire lived is now the central office of the Bible Society in
France.

5. The most popular and the best selling book in the world is the Bible.

B. Answer the following guestions.

1. What does the Bible reveal?

o

. What verse supports the fact that the Earth is round?

W]

. What is the main purpose of the Bible?

=N

. Why is the Bible the most popular and the best selling book in the world?
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5. Who is Volaire and what did he declare?

C. Fill in the Blanks.

1. These writings instruct us into

2. The is the most widely circulated book of all the books in the world.

3. In the Old Testament it states that there are about
and plants and flowers.

4, Many scientific statements made in the Bible are

D, Write the Bible Verse.

1. Mark 12:24-

2. Psalms 119:105-

3. Acts 17:2-

4, James 1:22-

5. Matthew 4:4-
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Lesson # 3: Authenticity of the Bible

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
o The Bible and Tradition.
o Necessity of the Bible in the Church.
e Canon of the Bible.

When Jesus Christ and the Apostles were alive, spoken words of God were
enough. But after their death, people had to depend on written words. It was the work of
the Holy Spirit that God’s words were written down and were collected as an
authoritative book. No one has the right to modify the words in the Bible by adding or
reducing the contents. Our church recognizes the Bible as authoritative. There is no
sacrament or service without Biblical passages.

A. Answer the following questions.

1. What does the Old Testament speak of?

2. What are canonical books?

3. The Church can’t modify the Bible but what else can it do?

4. Why can’t we place the Old Testament and New Testament on the same level?

5. What is the place of the Bible in the Church?

6. The Bible has a very important place, why?

7. How did the written books become significant?
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8. What does the Greek word “Canon” means?

B. State whetber the statementis T or F.

1. Church is the witness and the custodian of the scriptures.

2. There are sixty-six books in the Bible accepted by‘ the Bible Society

3. The selection of the Books of the New Testament was first done in the Westemn
regional council.

4, The author of the epistle to Romans is Saint Matthew.

C. Write the following Bible Verses.

1. Phillipians 4:8-9-

2. Matthew 28:19-

3. Hebrew 1:2-
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UNIT II: God’s Revelation

LESSON 4: Old Testament

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
¢ The origin of Old Testament.
e The books of Old Testament.
e The Prophets of the Old Testament period
and their responsibilities.
¢ The role of Moses in Old Testament

The Old Testament (covenant) was given to the people of Israel through Moses by God at
Mount Sinai. Before that period, people lived according to their own conscience. The
books of the Old Testament are divided into four groups: The Pentateuch, Historical
books, Poetical books, and Prophetic books. Prophets are those who hear the word of
God and communicate it to the people. By the end of this lesson you will see a list of all
the Prophets and Prophesies of the Old Testament period.

A. Match the following.

A B
1. The Poetical Books Leviticus
2. The Historical Books Ecclesiastes
3. The Prophetical Books Micah
4. The Pentateuch Nehemiah

B. Answer the following questions in a paragraph.

1. Define the word prophet.

2. What is the Old Testament period?
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3. What did Moses do for the people of Israel?

4, Name two prophets and explain their significance?

5. List the poetical books and why you think they were called as such?

C Write the Bible Verses.

1. Matthew 13:25-

2. Hebrew 1:1-

3. Exodus 19:8-

4. Luke 2:36-
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LESSON 5: Prophets

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
e Four Important prophets of the Old Testament
period and their prophetic works.
* God’s revelation through these prophets.

In this lesson we learn about four main prophets of the Old Testament period,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos and Hosea. God called them at different occasions to fight
against the injustices in society and to establish a social order. All of them were Men of
God and God’s Messengers. Prophets Isaiah (BC 740-700), Contemporary of Hosea (BC
750-735) is considered as the greatest among the prophets of Israel.

A. Match the following,

A B
1. Amos He dedicated himself to God to be his instrument
2. Jeremiah Prophet of love and mercy
3. Isaiah Dresser of Sycamore
4, Hosea Son of Hiliiah

B. Answer the following questions,

1. Why 1s Amos known as the spokesman of social justice?

2. Jeremiah is considered as the lamenting prophet. Why?

3. Why is Isaiah considered the greatest among the prophets of Israel?
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4. Give the significance of Hosea the prophet?

C. Write the following Bible Verses.

1. Ezeldal 3:18-

2. Jeremiah 5:4-5 -

3. Isaiah 60:4-
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LESSON 6: New Testament

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
¢ The New Testament and name all the New
Testament books.
e The place of Jesus Christ in New Testament.
¢ The promises given by Jesus to those who believe.

New Testament is the new covenant established by our Lord Jesus Christ,
According to the New Testament, no human being will be justified by the deeds of the
law, but by God’s grace as a gift through Jesus Christ. God sent His Son into this world
to die on the cross so that the world might be saved through Him and gain eternal life.
Unlike many other religious founders, Jesus Christ taught us to have faith in Him, to
follow Him and to learn from Him.

A. Answer the following questions.

1. Why did God send his one and only Son?

2. What was the promise that was given and what is its significance?

3. Why do we need faith?

4. On which Mount were the commandments given to the people of Israel?

5. What is the New Covenant?

6. What is the result of the New Covenant?

7. Why is the book of Revelations referred to as the Apocalyptic book?

8. What is the difference between the teachings of the prophets and of Jesus Christ?
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9. How is Jesus the mediator in the New Testament?

10. What does the term “ born a new” mean to you?

B. Write the Bible Verses.

1, Acts4:12-

2. Exodus 19:8 -

3. TJohn 2:25 -



2. Galatiang 5:22.23 .
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LESSON 8: Parable of the Prodigal Son

After studying this parable, you will be able te explain:
¢ The unconditional love, our Heavenly father has
towards us.
o The joy in Heaven over a sinner who repents.

Prodigal Son. The Moral of all these parables are the same. We have a loving, caring,
and forgiving Heavenly Father who always watches us and protects us. Although we are
sinners and lead an earthly life, if we return to Him in repentance, He will provide us
happiness, peace of mind, and salvation.

A. Answer the following questions in a sentence,

1. When should one ask for forgiveness?

2. How do you feel when someone forgives you?

3. Describe God’s love and forgiveness in the parable of the Prodigal Son?

4, What are our responsibilities as God’s children?

5, How does God receive us when we repent?

B. Write the following verses.

1. Luke 15: 24-

2. John 6:37-
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LESSON 9: Hidden Treasure, Valuable Pearl

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
e The importance of the Kingdom of Heaven.
¢ Qualities of the man who finds eternal life desirable.

In this lesson we learn two important parables, which reveal the greatness of the
kingdom of Heaven. As Christians we must consider the Kingdom of Heaven more
valuable than any other possession in this world. Also, we must be ready to pay any price
or even sacrifice ourselves to attain the Kingdom of Heaven. Let not the pleasures of this
mortal world take away the Heavenly bliss of eternal life from us.

A. Answer the following questions.

1. How can we achieve the Kingdom of Heaven?

2. What lesson is to be learned from the parable of the hidden treasure?

3. How is the Kingdom of Heaven like an invaluable pearl?

4. What earthly possessions should we give up to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven?

B. Write the following verses,

1. Matthew 13:19-

2. Luke 12:17-

3. Song of Solomon 5:10-
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LESSON 10: The Parable of the Talents

After studying this parable, you will be able to explain:
o  Why we have to use our talents properly.
¢ Why negligence of the talents given fo us by
God is a punishable sin.

This parable is presented in two different ways. It is in the Gospels of St. Maithew
and St. Luke. In both parables we see that the Master is well pleased with the servant
who multiplied the talents given to him. He even punished the servant who hid his
talents. In the same way we are all blessed with various talents. Our Master is watching
us to see how well we are using our opportunities. We will get punishment not only for
our sins, but also, for not doing what we are expected to do?

A. Answer the following questions.

1. How should we use our talents?

2. What is the message in the parable of the talents?

3. What gifts and abilities do you possess and how could you use them to serve God?

B. Write the following verses.

1. Luke 19:17-

2. Matthew 25:15-

3. James 4:17-
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LESSON 11: Good Seed and the Net thrown into Sea

After learning this lesson, you will be able to explain:
¢ The Second Coming of Jesus.
e The Final Judgment.

We learn two parables in this lesson. “Good Seed” and “Net thrown into the sea”.
These parables give us a clear picture of what is going to happen at the final judgment.
At the time of harvest, the farmer separates the wheat and the weeds, and collects the
wheat in his barn. The fisherman will gather all the good fish from the net. Others are
thrown out. In the same way, Christ at His Second Coming will separate the good and
the evil. Only the true believers will be selected and the rest will be rejected.

A. Answer the following questions,

1. What is going to happen at the Second Coming of Jesus?

2. How must we prepare ourselves for the final judgement?

3. Why did the master not permit remove of the weeds earlier?

4. What does the net that is cast into the sea symbolize?

B. Write the following verses.

1. Matthew 13:44-

2. I Corinthians 6:2-

3. Matthew 13:49-
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UNIT IV: The Church-The Body of Christ

LESSON 12: Strengthening of the Church

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
¢ Strengthening of the church.
e Signs of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus Christ selected twelve Disciples to spread His Gospel. After the Crucifixion
of Christ, His followers were frightened and puzzled, but Jesus promised to send the Holy
Spirit to strengthen them and guide them. On Pentecost Sunday, the 10th day after the

Ascension of Christ (i.e. 50th day after the Resurrection) about 120 people, including the-.
disciples and St. Mary were praying together in the upper room of Mark in Jerusalem.
Suddenly they all were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues.
The group of believers got sirengthened by the Holy Spirit and about 3000 people
repented, got baptized, and joined the Church.

A. Match the following,

1. The man who betrayed Jesus A. _ Mathias

2. The man selected in place of Judas B, Judas

3. Day of Pentecost C. ___ 10th day after Ascension
4, The upper room of Mark D.  Pentecost

5. Coming down of the Holy Spirit E.  Place where disciples

assembled to select a new
person in place of Judas

B. Give short answers to the following questions.

1. Summarize the signs of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Day.

2. What were the results of the coming of the Holy Spirit?

3. Describe how the early church got strengthened.

4. What similarities could you point out between the early Church and the present
Church?



C. Write the following verses.

1

[}

w

. Acts 2;3-

. Acts 2:14-

. Romans 8:9-

27
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LESSON 13: The Church - The body of Christ

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
¢ How the Church is the body of Christ.
s Our duties and responsibilities as members of the church.
e How the Church is a temple.

Jesus Christ organized the church to be His body to continue His mission in the
world. As Jesus foretold, the followers of Christ were persecuted. If one creates pain for
or dishonors any other member of the Church, it is Christ, the head that is dishonored.
Also, the Church is considered as a temple, which is filled with the Spirit of God. As
members of the body of Christ, we have our own duties to perform.

A. Match the following,

1. Church A.  Continue the mission of Christ
2. Architect of the Church B, Persecuted Christ

3. Saul C. _ The Church

4. Body of Christ D.  StPaul

B. Give short answers to the following.

1. Since the Church is the body of Christ, what are our responsibilities in the Church?

2. Why do you say, “ the Church is the body of Christ™?

C., Write the following verses.

1. Ephesians 1:23-

2. Colossians 1:24-
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LESSON 14: The Church, The Bride of Christ _

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
¢ How the Church is the Bride of Christ.
e QOur duties and responsibilities as His bride.
e Our hope and expectation.

St. Paul used the phrase “The bride of Christ” to express the relationship between
Christ and the Church. As members of the Church, each one of us is the bride of Christ.
So we should accept Him and should lead a holy life without any spot or wrinkles, but
with splendor. We have the expectation that our Bridegroom will come back in great
glory as king and will take us as His bride.

A. Answer the following questions.

fam—y

. Explain the phrase *“ Bride of Christ”. What does it mean?

2, As the bnide of Christ, what are our duties towards Him?

3. What is our hope as the Bride of Christ?

B. Write the following verses.

[y

. II Corinthians 11;2-

2. Ephesians 5:26-

3. Psalm 45:11-
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UNIT 5: Our Body-God’s Temple

LESSON 15: OQur Body is for God

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
¢ How our body is for God.
» That it is our responsibility to stay away from sin.
¢ QOur relationship with other human beings.

Jesus shed His precious blood for us on Calvary and we are bought at the cost of
His blood. So we belong to the person who bought us with a price. He loves us and He
wants us to stay away from sin. This will happen only if we believe that our body is for
God and allow the spirit of God to dwell in us. We must consider our fellow human
being also as a temple of God. We have no right to attack or destroy God’s temple,

A. Fill in the Blanlks.

1. The head of the Church is

2. The bridegroom is and is the bride,

3. used the phrase “body of Christ”, “bride of Christ”, etc. to
express the relationship between Christ and the Church.

4. dwells in us, being the children of God.

B. Give short answers to the following.

1. What are our responsibilities as the brides of Christ?

2. Substantiate the teaching “The church is the bride of Christ™

3. What is our hope as the bride of Christ?

4. How are we to consider our body, as the children of God?



Reflection Question:

3. Suppose you have a teenage friend who often seems very upset and frustrated. He has
problems in his family and in school. Recently you hear him say, “What a useless life. I
know what to do with it and when to end it.” He is always nice to you and you decide to
help him. Based on this lesson what will be your advice to your friend, Explain.

C. Write the following verses.

1. Romans 6:8-

2. 1 Corinthians 3:17-
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LESSON 16: Love = Agape and Eros

After studying this lesson, you will be able to understand:
o The ideal relationship between men and women.
¢ Sexual relationship outside marriage is a grave sin.
¢ Two different kinds of love-“agape” and “Eros”.

This lesson very clearly explains the proper relationship between men and
women. It is quite natural that there is attraction between men and women. But it is
dangerous if the expression of love is not properly controlled. Sexual relationships are
permitted only in marriage. Any sexual relationship outside marriage is adultery. The
love involved in the sexual relation between men and women is known as “Eros”.
“Agape” is the love that is to be obtained from God.

A. Complete the following.

1, Agape means:

2. Eros means:

B. Give short answers to the following.

1. What does the Bible teach about marriage?

2. What is the answer given by Paul to the question by the Corinthians?

3. Find out references about marriage in the Gospels and compare them with St. Paul’s
letter to Corinthians.
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C. Write the following verses.

1. I Corinthians 6:12-

2. Proverbs 6:29-

3. Matthew 5:28-
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LESSON 17: Freedom and Discipline

After studying this lesson, you will be able to understand:
¢ The freedom of man.
o The need for a disciplined life.
¢ The fruit of the Spirit.

Freedom and discipline should always go hand in hand. It is very important that
we should not use our freedom as our opportunity for the flesh. Also we should not use
our freedom to destroy our fellowmen. We must love our neighbors and respect them.
Men and women, especially young people must pay special attention to a disciplined life.
We have to lead a holy life filled with the Spirit of God.

A. Give short answers to the following,

1. What is the fruit of the Spirit?

2. What are the works of the flesh?

3. How can we conquer the works of the flesh?

4, What makes us disciplined?

5. What was St.Paul’s advice to the Ephesians about becoming disciplined in Christ?
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Reflected Question:

6. In the United States, we often hear the youngsters saying, “This is a free country and [
am a free bird. I can do anything I want and I will never let any one control my life”. Do
you agree with these statements? Explain your answer based on the Bible.

B. Write the following verses.

1. Galatians 5:14-

2. Ephesians 5:3-

3. John 8:31-
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UNIT VI: The Faithful Departed

LESSON 18: A Great Cloud of Witnesses

After studying this lesson, you will be able to understand:
¢ Where are the departed souls.
¢ Our hope about them.
¢ The “Cloud of witness”.

The souls of those who are departed in Christ are in paradise and they are hopeful
of resurrection. Our life on this earth should be a preparation to be with Christ even after
death. These beliefs are based on Bible and the teachings of Christ and His disciples.
The souls are alive and active. We have to pray for them so that they may be given the
necessary grace to repent and to receive forgiveness of sins, (I Pet. 3:19) to pray properly
(Rev. 7:15) and to please God (II Cor. 5:9).

A. Answer the following guestions in a paragraph.

1. What is meant by the phrase “ A Great Cloud of Witnesses™?

2. What is our purpose here on earth?

3. Explain the two views that were discussed about the departed in the Old Testament
and how they differ.

4, Explain this passage “ And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awalke, some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”

5. What is our hope and belief about the faithfully departed?



B. Write the following verses,

1. Philippines 1:23 -

2. Isaiah 26:19 -

3. John 11:25 -

37
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UNIT Vil: The Divided Church

LESSON 19: After the Council of Chalcedon

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
e The main causes of division in the early church.
e The origin of Protestantism.

From the very beginning, there were controversies in the Church regarding the
interpretation of Christ’s Person. In the 4th and 5th centuries 3 councils were held to
find a solution to these problems. Instead it all led to more division in the Church.
Churches in Rome and Constantinople separated from each other in 1054. Later on in
the 16th century Protestants separated themselves from the Roman Church. Today we
see that the Church is divided into hundreds of small groups.

A. Answer the following questions in a paragraph.

1. What definition did the Western tradition give for Christ’s being?

2. What were the three traditions that evolved in the Church and explain their different
views on Christ’s being?

3. Why was there division between Rome and Constantinople?

4. How did Protestant Churches come about and what are their views and beliefs?

5. Today there are many Churches with different views and traditions, what is your
opinion about the division of Churches?

B. Write the following verses.

1. Matthew 5:9-
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LESSON 20: Eastern Churches

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
¢ The churches which accept the seven councils
including the Chalcedon.
* The Oriental Orthodox Churches which accept only
the first three common councils.
¢ The Nestorian Church.

In peneral, the Eastern Churches are divided into three main groups. The most
important of the Eastern Churches is the Greek Orthodox Church, which accepts all
seven councils including the Chalcedon. Our church has no Eucharistic relation with
them. In the Oriental Orthodox Church group, there are five churches, which accept only
¢ the first three general councils., The order of priority in the Oriental Orthodox Church
according to their population is Ethiopia, Armenia, Coptic, India and Syria. The
Nestorian Church believes in the teachings of Nestorius and they accept only the first two
general councils.

A. Answer the following in sentences

1. Explain the Ethiopian Church and how it differs from ours?

2. Who established the Coptic Church and where is the headquarters located?

3. Describe Jacob Burdhana and his importance in the Syrian Orthodox Church?

4. What is the order of priority in the Oriental Orthodox Church and why?

5. Describe the Nestorian Church and why the Orthodox Church and the Roman
Catholic Church consider Nestorians as heretics?




B. Write the following verses.

1. Acts 827~

2. QGalatians 3:28-
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LESSON 21: Churches are coming nearer

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
* Some Organizations that work for the unity of the Churches.
e The achievements of World Council of Churches (WCCQC).

Today we see great interest in the various churches for the establishment of unity
and cooperation among them. Many organizations are formed on National and
International levels to obtain this goal. YMCA was started in England in 1844, Activities
of the World Council of Churches (WCC) helped the Churches to come closer and to
have a better understanding of each other’s. Under the W.C.C, there is the National
Christian Council (NCC) in India.

A. Answer the following questions.

1. What were some of the accomplishments of the World Council of Churches?

2. Why do we have great hope about our churches for the future?

3. Which church is not part of the World Council of Churches?

4. What is the importance of the World Christian Student Movement and when was it
started?

3. What is the name of the council which represents the various churches in India?

6. Do you think the churches should be united and why?

B._Write the following verses.

1. John 17:21-

2. John 17:11-
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LESSON 22: Praver for the Departed and Intercession of Saints

After studying this lesson, you will be able to explain:
¢ The prayers for the departed.
e The condition of departed souls.
o Intercession of Sainis.

Souls of the departed are not in silence. They are alive and active and are beyond
time and space. They are with God and worshipping God day and night. Even though
we can’t see them, they are watching over us and they are in need of our prayers. The
souls can repent and they are growing to perfection. To attain this, God’s grace is
necessary and it is our duty to pray for them. Also, we believe that man has great power
whether they are living on earth or they are in the other world. Souls of the departed are
aware of the happenings of this world and we are benefited by their prayers also.

A. Answer the following questions.

1. What do some passages in the Old Testament say about the departed souls?

2. What do we believe about departed souls?

3. Why is prayer for departed souls important?

4. How has intercession of saints become controversial in the Church? Why the
Protestants rejected the intercession of saints? What answer can we give?

5. Is seeking the intercession of saints enough to guide us in our daily life, why?
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Reflection Question:

A. Suppose a close relative of yours passed away recently. As far as you know, he led a
righteous life according to God’s will. Based on this Iesson and the previous lessons
about departed souls, answer the following questions in your own words.

Where do you think the departed soul is now?
What is your hope for them? '
What is the condition of that departed soul?

B. You decided to conduct a memorial service for the departed soul and invited one of
your friends who belongs to a Protestant Church. He does not believe in praying for the
departed and refuses to come. He may even quote a verse from the Bible, Psalm 6:5 “For
in death there is remembrance of Thee. In shed who shall give Thee praise”. Based on
your faith what will be your explanation to this friend, '

B. Write the following verses.

1. Philipians 1:23-

[

Hebrews 12:1-

3. Romans 8:26-

4. T Timothy 2:5-

5. Luke 9:30-

6. IJohn 3:22-
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" OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Sunday School Classes from September through June (Kindergarten to XII).
Orthodox Vacation Bible School during the Summer.

Parish, Zonal, and Diocesan Competitions,

SHARE FOR CARE Project and Charitable Activities.

Basil Prize endowments and awards for Best Ideas, Best Song Contributors,
OSSAWA awards, and OSSEFA awards, etc.

Gift collections for Basil Prize Endowments.

Talent Shows and competitions.

Sunday School SUNDAY Collections.

Year Round Bible Reading Calendar.

Regional / Area Teachers' Conferences and Model Classes.

Regional Annual Sunday School Conferences to provide an Orthodox
Experience for our Sunday School children.

Lists of Sunday School Reference Materials.
Workshops concerning current concerns, issues, and needs.
Textbook / Workbook distributions.

Publications to attract the growing English using generations to our worship
services and prayer gatherings.

Sunday School update news.

Sunday School Directory and Census.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

(315) 451-3278/ EMAIL: VERYREVIPM@YAHOO.COM




